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If you don’t know where you’re 
going, you won’t get there;

Mager, 1987

but if, by chance, you get there 
you won’t know you’re there. 
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Objectives Of This Session  

Learned participants will be able to—

– Define educational /learning objective 

– Mention its importance 

– Identify various educational domains

– Explain the component of instructional objectives

– Write learning objectives for any session



What is Education? 



What is Education? 

The result of education is an expected 
change in the KSA of the student in the 

course of a given period

Education is a process, the chief goal of 
which is to bring about expected change in 

human knowledge/skill/ attitude



A factory approach with a standard product

Harden & Laidlaw 

2012



What is Educational objectives? 

Educational objectives are also called 
“Learning objectives” as opposed to 

“Teaching objectives".

What the students should be able to do at 
the end of a learning period that they 

could not do beforehand.



or 

Learning objectives describe 

what the learner will be 

able to do by the end of the 

session or training

True

False



Learning objectives describe 

what the learner will be 

able to do by the end of the 

session or training

True√



Learning objectives

describe the change of

LEARNER’S  behavior, 

NOT the 

Teacher’s behavior.





The trainer
will present

the four
stages

of child
development.

The learner

will be able to

explain the

four stages 

of child

development.



Educational Circle / Spiral

What the learner 
will be able to do 
at the end of the 

session?

(Objectives)

Which learning 
experience will 
help to do it ? 

(Method)

How will we be 
able to know 

whether they have 
achieved it or not 

(Assessment) 

Do the objectives or 
methods/assessment 
need to be changed? 

(Evaluation)





… learning objectives serve as 

guidelines for content, 

instruction, assessment and 

evaluation.



… should be measurable or at 

least observable 



Importance of EO/LO

What type 

of doctors
Educational 

objectives



Importance of Learning objectives



Importance of LO

Unmotivated learners

Lesser chance of success

Misdirected and unproductive 
activities

No educational objectives



Good educational objectives 

benefit both teacher & learner 



Purposes of 
Educational 
Objectives

Prior idea about what the learners are 
going to gain from the session

Clarification of items to ourselves as 
teachers

Choosing appropriate instructional 
methods to achieve the goal

Serve as the baseline for assessment



Bloom's taxonomy in Educational Domains

Benjamin Samuel Bloom was an 

American educational psychologist 

who made contributions to the 

classification of educational 

objectives and to the theory of 

mastery learning. (February 21, 1913 – 

September 13, 1999)



Domains of Learning

• Benjamin Bloom (1956), classify educational/learning 

objectives into 3 overlapping broad domains:



Domains of Learning

Educators called it KSA



Objectives fall into 3 domains

Cognitive – ranges from factual 

knowledge to higher levels of function 

such as problem Solving and clinical 

decision making



Bloom’s Taxonomy 

Level of cognitive domain 





Objectives fall into 3 domains

• Psychomotor – physical skills

– History taking

– Physical examination

– interpersonal communication

– record keeping, procedures etc



Objectives fall into 3 domains

• Affective (attitudinal)

– attitudes, values, beliefs, biases, 

emotions and role expectations



In stating objectives

• We should avoid words like:

– To know

– To understand 

– To discuss 

– To appreciate 

–  To believe 

– To have faith in 

– To be familiar with 



Types of Educational Objectives 

1. General objectives/Goal

• Related to professional function

2. Specific educational objectives or instructional 

objectives

➢ Derived from precise professional task



Example of instructional objectives

• Students will be able to collect / draw 5cc of blood 

sample from the cubital vein of an adult. (Criteria: 

absence of haematoma, not more than two attempts).

• 'Students will correctly describe the routine childhood 

immunization schedules in Bangladesh.



How should we write learning objectives?

The SMART Way 

to Write 

Learning Objectives





Components of Educational Objectives 

• Target Audience: Who are the learners?

• Observable/measurable Behavior: What do we 

expect the learners to achieve?

• Condition: What are the conditions? What are the 

prerequisites? How do the learners achieve their 

targets?



Components of Educational Objectives 

• Degree: How much should they learn? Is there a 

specific criterion that we want our learners to 

meet? What is the extent of achievement? 

(Acceptable limit)



ABCDs of writing LO

• Audience: Who are the learners?

• Behavior: What do we expect the learners to 

achieve?

• Condition: How do the learners achieve their 

targets?

• Degree: What is the extent of achievement?



Examples 

• At the end of 2 hours tutorial class and 

using the illustration, 1st year medical 

students will correctly identify eight out 

of ten anatomical structures of the 

heart



Examples 

'first year medical students' is the audience, 

'identify' is the measurable behavior, using the 

illustration' is the condition, and 'eight out of ten‘ 

anatomical structures of the heart is the degree.



Examples

• At the end of 1:20 hours workshop session, with 

guidance of facilitator (using the presentation), all 

participants will be able to write their learning 

objective correctly within two attempts.



Examples

• At the end of 1:20 hours workshop session, with 

guidance of facilitator (using the presentation), all 

participants will be able to write their learning 

objective correctly within two attempts.



Template for Lesson plan

• Topic:     Date:            Place:               Duration:

Objectives Purpose Pre-requisite

Knowledge

Content Method Teaching 

materials

Assessment



Summary 

• Educational objectives are learner centered, short 

and precise descriptions of what learners are 

expected to achieve at the end of the session.



Summary 

• Good learning objectives include: 

– (a) target/audience (b) observable/ measurable 

behavior (c) condition and (d) degree of acceptance.

• It is directly linked to instructional methods and 

assessment.



Summary 

• Definition of educational /learning objective 

• Importance of learning objectives

• Name of various educational domains

• Elements of specific educational objectives



References 

• Harden, R. M., & Laidlaw, 2020. Essential skills for a medical 

teacher: an introduction to teaching and learning in medicine. 

• Guilbert JJ, 1987. Educational Handbook for health personnel. 

Revised edition, WHO Geneva.

• Amin & Hoon, 2007. Basics in Medical Education.

• Online resources. 



It goes without saying that no man can 

teach successfully who is not the same 

time a student.

Sir William Osler 



Group work

• Learners will be able to-

➢ Write learning objectives of their teaching/learning 

session according to educational domain following 

SMART way & ABCD component.
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